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Coming Events 
SBA Make-Up Testing   April 4-8  
Spring Concert    April 10 
District Science Olympiad  April 12 
5th Grade Field Trip to WMS  April 16 
 

Giant National Geographic Traveling Map  
Coming To Wasilla 

Students at Snowshoe will soon be exploring North 
America in a big way, with one of the world’s largest 
maps of the continent. The map, measuring 35 by 26 
feet gives student explorers a fun, interactive 
experience through rich content and exciting 
activities that enliven the study of geography. It will 
be in the gym from April 14-18 as part of National 
Geographic’s Giant Traveling Maps program. 
The brightly colored, smooth vinyl surface of the map 
accurately illustrates North America’s oceans, seas, 
rivers, mountains, countries and capitals. The map, 
designed for grades K-8, comes with a trunk full of 
accessories, including interactive games, geography 
adventures, atlases and books that teach students 
about the physical characteristics of the continent as 
well as its rich history and varied cultures. One of 
the activities included is “A Tale of Twenty Cities,” in 
which students explore the physical and economic 
reasons behind the locations of North American 
cities.  
 “Experiencing a map of this size can really awaken a 
student to the power of maps and the limitless depth 
of geography,” said Dan Beaupré, National 
Geographic’s director of education partnerships for 
National Geographic Live. “Whether they are using 
the map to learn place names or to compare state-to-
state CO2 emissions, students are physically involved 
in a hands- and feet-on way that makes geography 
into an event.”  
To learn more about the Giant Traveling Map project, 
or to download map activities, visit 
www.nationalgeographic.com/giantmaps. 
 

 
 
 

Spring Music Program is Here!! 
Our fabulous Spring Concert is upon us.  Join us on 
Thursday, April 10th for magnificent entertainment. 
All K-2 students are to report to their classroom at 
5:45p.m. and 3-4 students and band students are to 
report to their classroom at 6:45p.m. 
Congratulations to the following 5th grade band 
students on their acceptance to the District’s 
Elementary Honor Band: Gracie Crowe, Jayden 
Snyder, Oliver Strunk, Roman Poczynek, and Liam 
Thompson.  On Tuesday, April 15th, these students 
will be attending the District’s Elementary Honors 
Music Festival.  It will be held at Palmer High School.  
During the day, the band will be rehearsing with 
musicians from all over the district. That evening 
they will present a concert for family and friends at 
7:00p.m. in the PHS Gym.  

Spring Is Here! 

 
 

Elocution and Family Reading Night 
Our Elocution Performance will take place on Tuesday 
April 22nd.  What is our Elocution Performance?  
Students in each grade level will be reading and 
discussing poetry in the weeks leading up to the 
Elocution.  Students are encouraged to memorize a 
poem for recital.  Students will recite their poems to 
their classroom and independent judges.  Three to 
four students from each classroom will be chosen to 
share their poem the night of the elocution. All 
families and friends are welcome to attend this fun 
recital.  
Following the Elocution, we will have our 2nd Family 
Reading Night.  The theme will be poetry!  There will 
be many fun activities and games related to our 
theme.  We hope many families will come and enjoy 
this exciting event!  

Snowshoe Elementary 

 Trailblazer Times 
  Carol Boatman, Principal        2001 W. Fairview Loop   

Phone 352-9500          Wasilla, AK  99654 
April 3, 2014   http://www.matsuk12.us/sse   
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Family Dance Night was a HIT!! 

The Family Dance Night and Craft Fair was a HUGE 
success thanks to so many that helped lend multiple 
hands and muscles!  It would not have been as 
successful without all of you.  I truly appreciate you 
all going above and beyond your call of duty to help 
pull this off.  The students really enjoy it and I do 
believe the families that attend have a great time as 
well. 
I would like to thank the following awesome groups 
and individuals that made this event so much fun!  If 
I forgot you on the list, know that it’s just because I 
am old and forgetful at times. 
Snowshoe PTA and R & R Productions 
Staff: Mrs. Boatman, Chrissy Mulneaux, Korey 
Bullard, Sally Johnson, Lisa Jenson, Barb Carroll, 
Sarah Burns, Kathy Howard, Rachelle Bates (and Mom 
& Dad), Codruta Morgan, Lisa Donnally, Kristy Hales, 
Katie Olson Debbie Murray (and husband Steve) and 
Melanie Neuman 
Vendors: Kathy Boman, Teri Staats, Nyla Kinne and 
Michelle Greco, Rebecca Racenet 
Miscellaneous: Brett, Britainy & Coultin Westcott, 
Conner Chester, Haley & Kaitlyn Neuman, Carson 
Whaley, Christian & Jacob Bullard, Morelle Kinne, 
Emma Friese, Deniol & Drake Ballias, Jeanine Boulton 
and Charlene Snyder 
 

 
 

Kindergartners Are Great Readers!!! 
This year is flying by! The weather is beginning to get 
warmer, the flowers will be beginning to bloom soon 
and our Kindergarteners are truly blooming right now! 
It is amazing to see the progress they have made in 
so many areas since the fall! 
This month the children will continue to work on 
several reading skills and strategies to become great 
readers. They are truly blossoming as readers and 
writers! Please continue to encourage your child to 
use picture clues, letter/sound associations, context 
clues, and high-frequency words to help him/her 
continue to develop as a reader! We suggest that you 
extend your child’s learning by asking comprehension 
questions about each story. For example: “Can you tell 
me about the characters in the story?” We will 
continue to develop the understanding of the main 
idea of a story. The children understand the main 
idea as the big idea of a story or what a story is 
mostly about. As your child reads at home, please ask 
your child “What is the big idea in this book?” or 
“What is the book mostly about?”  
Don’t forget to read with your child every night and 
have your child retell the story to make sure he/she 
understands what is happening in the book. If your 
child forgets a part, go back and have your child 
reread to find the missing part.  
We are growing readers and writers in our 
kindergarten!!!

Religious Immunization Exemptions 
Increases in vaccine exemptions pose a danger to Alaska children from the increased risk of contracting an 
infectious disease such as pertussis (whooping cough). Recent outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases have been 
occurring in many states, including Alaska. In response, states across the country have been evaluating school and 
child care immunization requirements. The Alaska Immunization Program has worked in partnership with the 
Department of Education, with support of the State Attorney General’s Office, to update the process of filing for 
a religious exemption.   Effective July 1, 2013, parents/guardians choosing to obtain a Religious Exemption for 
their child must comply with the following: 

• All Religious Exemptions must be documented on the official State of Alaska Religious Exemption Form. 
(revised 3/2013) 

• All Religious Exemption Forms must be updated annually. Previously signed religious exemption forms will 
not be grandfathered. 

• All Religious Exemption Forms must be notarized. 
All students that currently have a religious exemption on file must have a new form submitted to the school Nurse 
prior to starting the 2014/15 school year in August 2014. This form must be signed and notarized after July 1, 
2014 for the 2014/15 school year. Any forms signed before July 1, 2014 will be invalid per the state 
requirements. 
Click here for Religious Immunization Exemption forms from the MSBSD website.  Forms are also available with 
the school nurse. 
If you have questions, call me at 352-9533. 
Thank you,  Lisa Jenson RN, BSN, NCSN      

http://www.matsuk12.us/cms/lib/AK01000953/Centricity/shared/msbsd_forms/education%20and%20instruction/Immunization%20Religious%20Exemption%20Form.pdf

